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Agenda
‐ Overview of P-Tech
‐ International Night assignment
‐ Active learning at the library
‐ Ideas of how secondary educators can collaborate 

with college librarians
‐ Discussion
‐



Profile: P-TECH OHM 
BOCES (2020-21)

8th Grade:
Application 
process

Year 1 and 2:
Students attend 
P-TECH at OHM 
BOCES

Year 3 
Accelerated 
Students:
Pursue 
associate’s at 
MVCC

Most Year 3 
Students:
Students attend 
P-TECH at 
OHM BOCES

Year 4 and 5
Pursue 
associate’s at 
MVCC

Most Year 4-6 
Students
Pursue 
associate’s at 
MVCC

Some Year 4 
Students
Pursue high 
school 
graduation 
requirements 
plus CTE



Profile: P-TECH OHM BOCES (2020-21)
‐ Total students: 104
‐ Six year program that partners 

with MVCC for students to receive 
associate’s degree 

‐ Year 5 and 6 Students: 100% high 
school graduation rate

Fab Lab 
pictured to 
the right



International Night: Learning Objectives
‐ Students will be able to engage in a research project 

using the tools at MVCC.

‐ Using any topic in world history, students will be able to 
construct a claim based on a self-generated research 
question.



International Night: 
Learning Objectives

‐ Students will write a four 
body paragraph essay that 
proves a claim. 

‐ Students will be able to 
prove their claim using a 
visual representation. 



Pre-COVID-19
‐ Students went to MVCC to conduct research.

‐ Students had to put together a physical 
representation of their project. 

‐ Students had an hour in a crowded room to present 
their findings. 



Covid-19
‐ Coordinated with Jocelyn for Zoom sessions for 

research. 

‐ Students were still able to use books from the library.
 

‐ Students had 10 minutes to present their findings on 
International Day. 

‐ Visual representation was a presentation where 
students defended their paper. 



COVID-19 International Day



Partnership with MVCC Libraries
‐ Deeper learning experience besides just a library tour
‐ Lesson evolved over time, but active learning was always 

at the core
‐ Goal to promote information literacy but also decrease 

library/college anxiety





Pre-COVID: Active learning in the library
Goosechase scavenger hunt

‐ Borrowed iPads from IT, loaded app
‐ Team building activity
‐ Practice searching for print books and electronic 

articles
‐ Introduced to the physical library space and services





Post-shutdown: Learning With the Librarian online
Day one: Formal instruction
‐ Active learning: Padlet - quick switch to Jamboard
‐ Demonstrated mind mapping and keyword 

brainstorming
‐ Search strategies on the library website
‐ Highlighted recommended databases and tutorials
‐ Students liked examples of searches that didn’t 

“work”





Post-shutdown: Learning With the Librarian online
Day two: less formal, independent researching

‐ Reminded students of search strategies from day one
‐ While students were searching, sent suggested 

sources and available for troubleshooting
‐ Helpful for students to have more in-class research 

time w/ the librarian present



Bib Card 6

Citation:  Richie, Jason. Weapons: Designing the Tools of War. Oliver, 2000. Print.
Evidence: “By World War I, German models weighed almost 2,500 pounds and cruised at speeds 
close to 40 miles per hour. Their range was in excess of 3.5 miles”(Richie page 72).
The torpedoes used in the german U-boats were over 2 tons and were speedy with a range of 
around 3.5 miles.
Tie to the claim-This technology was ahead of its time and is part of what made the u-boats have 
such a large impact on the war. The sheer size of the torpedoes used alone could  be used as 
justification for the amount of damage they were capable of. This could help explain how the 
germans were able to sink the lusitania which drew the United States into the war.

Source-  A book written by a historian and a secondary scholarly source.



Bib Card 8

Citation: "U-boat Attack, 1916," EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (1997).

Evidence:  ‘Then a frightful explosion followed, and we were all thrown against one another by the 
concussion, and then, like Vulcan, huge and majestic, a column of water two hundred metres high and fifty 
metres broad, terrible in its beauty and power, shot up to the heavens."’
Tie to the claim-On this first hand account of a german officer He describes the moment the torpedo that he helped 
fire struck the Lusitania and how large and powerful the column of water looked  after the explosion. This description 
could help give insight to the power of the german U-boat during world war I and how it overall impacted the war. 
This event overall led to the tides shifting against germany with the introduction of the United States into the war.
Source- Primary source first hand account of a german officer.



Ballet was introduced to Russia by Jean-Baptiste Lande who was a dance master in 1734 after Russia was forced out of the 
renaissance era. 
“In 1734 a FrenchMan,Jean-Baptiste Lande arrived in the new Russian capital , St Petersburg. After Dancing in Paris and 
London and working as ballet master in Stockholm,he was hired to teach dancing to the cadets at the military academy” (73)

Steeh, Judith. History of Ballet and Modern Dance. New York,Bison Books Limited, 1982



Reflection on Students
‐ Didn’t treat them differently from college students
‐ Unfamiliar with a librarian as a 

consultant/collaborator
‐ Trouble identifying what types of sources are most 

appropriate
‐ Heavily reliant on Google sources
‐ Little patience for real research
‐ Developing a claim/thesis is difficult



Future ideas
‐ 3 days with the librarian instead of 2
‐ Mind mapping activity based on an encyclopedia 

article
‐ Extract keywords from the mind map
‐ Create search strings
‐ Develop research questions

‐ Provide examples of shaping a claim 



Collaboration Between High School Teachers 
and College Libraries

‐ Invite college librarians to guest lecture
‐ Activity for seniors to explore their preferred college 

library’s website
‐ Debate club partnership w/ academic library
‐ Regional partnerships between BOCES and 

community colleges to organize prof. dev. 
opportunities and encourage communication



How do you think secondary 
educators can collaborate with 

college librarians?



Recap
Contact us:

Jocelyn Ireland
jireland@mvcc.edu

Michael Hoover
mhoover@oneida-boces.org 

‐ Be Proactive: People are 
willing to collaborate to 
benefit student learning

‐ Engage students in the 
learning process 

‐ Information literacy 
needs to be reinforced 
across disciplines

mailto:jireland@mvcc.edu
mailto:mhoover@oneida-boces.org


Questions?

Scan for a copy of this 
presentation (does not 
include student photos)
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