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Introduction: Who We Are



What we set 
out to do

Analyze the key foundational 
information literacy documents used 
by educators and librarians

Create a crosswalk that maps these 
foundational documents by key 
concepts and overarching themes

Identify the commonalities and 
intersectionalities among these 
documents

Determine where more collaborative 
effort may be needed to ensure student 
success along an academic continuum



The big “why”
• How might the CCSS inform the work 

of academic librarians?

• When considering the ACRL 
Framework and the CCSS together, is 
there a continuity in the aims of both?

• Is there a consistent approach to 
teaching information literacy in the 
AASL’s Standards for the 21st-Century 
Learner and the ACRL Framework for 
Information Literacy in Higher 
Education?
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Foundational Info Lit 
Documents

• Common Core State Standards

• American Association of School 
Librarians Standards for the 21st-
Century Learner

• Association of College & Research 
Libraries Framework for Information 
Literacy in Higher Education
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Common Core State 
Standards

• Implemented with the intent to prepare 
students for academic success in college 
through incremental learning levels in 
math and English language arts across K-
12 grades

• Designed to develop critical thinking skills, 
problem-solving skills, and analytical skills 
in a measurable way for each grade level 
to ensure students’ success



American Association of 
School Librarians Standards 
for the 21st-Century Learner

• Revised in 2015 and designed to help 
school librarians run effective school 
libraries as well as connect the learner 
to the librarian through the standards

• The framework was made to 
incorporate the six “Shared 
Foundations and Key Commitments” 
with the four “Domains and 
Competencies” in a learning-outcome 
matrix



ACRL Framework for Information Literacy in Higher Ed

Created in 2015 and supplanting the previous ACRL Standard Competencies

Meant to encourage higher-level thinking skills within college and university 
students, and move away from the notion of research as a skills-based subject 
to show the interconnectedness of core concepts

Each of the six Frames incorporate knowledge practices and dispositions to 
help evoke conversation and student learnings



How we did it
• Used “information literacy practices” (ILPs) 

or “practices” as a comprehensive term

• Included mindsets, dispositions, practices, 
and behaviors that intersect the CCSS, the 
AASL Standards and the ACRL Frames

• Preliminary review to established coding 
manual

• Coded independently

• Met for inter-coder agreement

• Ascribed primary and secondary codes
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Consumers of Information:
Students search for, discover, locate, interpret and use information 
resources to address a research need

• Exploration

• Discover

• Diversification

• Inclusivity

• Authority in context

• Interpretation

• Critical analysis

• Ethical considerations

• Global and cultural awareness

• Collaborative and 
interconnected community



Coding Results



Creators of Information:
Students create and produce scholarship in a variety of formats and 
levels that are appropriate to their own research needs in a specific 
environment

• Synthesis of information

• Integration of information

• Informed participation

• Knowledge creation

• Iterative practices

• Reflective practices

• Clear articulation of ideas

• Balanced and ethical judgment

• Global and cultural awareness

• Collaborative and 
interconnected community



Coding Results



What we learned
• Common themes in the foundational 

documents

• Underscores the changing approach 
to information literacy along the 
education continuum

• Beyond task-driven skills of finding, 
locating, and collating research

• Nuanced to more inclusively reflect a 
vision for a collaborative cultural 
landscape

• Learning as a life-long practice
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Why we should care
Understanding the crosswalks and 
commonalities across standards can 
help to:

• Create a learning continuum across 
the students’ educational phases

• Prepare the students’ IL skills for 
each new phase

• Ensure the progressive learning of 
higher-order IL skills

• Create a common dialog between 
educators at all educational levels
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Where do we go from 
here?

• Further analysis of the crosswalk & ILPs

• Helping school and academic 
librarians make connections

• Breakdown barriers

• Create pathways to collaboration

• Ensuring student success
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Thanks for listening! 
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